
by Karl Jensen - Chapter 322 Johannesburg 

Wayne Giles, EAA Chapter 322 member, has completed the construction of his second Bearhawk, this 
time a Bearhawk LSA. The LSA version has similar dimensions to his previous Bearhawk Patrol ZU-BHP, 
with the exception of the wingspan on the LSA version, which has approximately 12” greater wingspan.   
The Patrol has an IO-360 engine with a constant speed Hoffmann 3-blade propeller fitted. 
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The LSA version is fitted with a          
Continental 0-200D with a fixed pitch    
2-blade prop. I was present 3 weeks ago 
when the aircraft was wheeled from its 
birthplace and a temporary fuel tank 
was jury rigged to test the engine and 
alternator. The engine roared into life 
after the 1st blade passed TDC. All     
pressures and other indications were 
spot on - a testament to the care that 
Wayne exercised during construction. 

ZU-IKO with wings fitted in Karl Jensen’s hangar at Fly Inn Estate. 



Wayne imported the kit for the new Bearhawk LSA in July 2016 and it is structurally complete at time of 
writing, barring aileron pulleys and cables, strut and undercarriage fairings. The fairings were not to 
Wayne’s required high standards and they are presently being remanufactured. 

Wayne moved the aircraft with registration ZU-IKO from his 
workshop at Fly Inn to my hangar for the fitting of the wings, as 
his workshop precludes access to the airfield for an aircraft with 
wings in place. The wing fitting took 2 days and the completed 
aircraft emerged into sunlight on Sunday 19 March,                 
resplendent with Tundra tyres, which he has also fitted to the 
Patrol. These low pressure tyres will allow operation from     
unprepared surfaces and will make ‘back country’ flying a cinch 
and a new adventure for Wayne and whoever he allows to fly 
his Bearhawks. 

Many of our members enjoyed a project visit to see the aircraft 
during construction in December 2016 and were hopefully as 
impressed with the build standard as I was. Wayne maintained 
this impressive quality throughout, and even though I have    
extolled the high standard of construction and finish on the   
Patrol, this new LSA has been constructed to an even higher 
standard. Well done, Wayne, and no doubt when the paper-
work is completed, CAA will issue the necessary authority 
for proving flights followed by the Authority to Fly (ATF). 
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ZU-IKO pushed into the sunshine for the first time. 

Bearhawk LSA Wing, L to R: Rob Jonkers,       
Chris Linakis, Wayne Giles, Jeremy Woods. 

Wayne Giles and nascent Bearhawk LSA with 
Eugene Couzyn.  


